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CHILE: THE CHILEAN PUBLIC WILL RESPOND BY PLEBISCITE 


. ON M JANUARY TO PRESIDENT PINOCHET'S APPEAL FOR SUPPORT IN THE FACE 
0 F "POREIGN AGGRESSION’” ON TH E HUMAN R I G H T S ISSUE. DESPITE DISSENT 

WITHIN ThE JUnTA. AND AGAINST THE JUDGMENT 0 F HIS CIVILIAN SUPPORTERS^ 
PINOCHET I S DETERMINED T 0 GAMBLE 0 N THIS “ NATIONAL CONSULTATION • ^ 

THE CONSEQUENCES Of EXPOSING THE REGIME TO POPULARJUDG- 
MENT WILL ALMOST SURELY EXCEED WHAT PINOCHET HAD IN HIND WHEN HE 
SUBMITTED H I S POLITICAL BRAINCHILD . HE EVIDENTLY FORESAW AN EASY 
PERSONAL VICTORY IN PLAYING ON N A T I 0 N A L I S T I C SENTIMENT A G A I N S T 

t 

FOREIGN CRITICISM. H E HAY ALSO HAVE COUNTED OR THE PERVASIVE FEAR 
THAT HAS DEVELOPED AMONG THE PUSLIC THAT THE MILITARY WILL SOMEHOW 

! i 

KNOWHOW EACH ^INDIVIDUAL VOTES 

PINOCHET DID NOT ANTICIPATE EITWERTUE IMMEDIATE 0 R LONGER 
RANGE RISKS IN THIS VENTURE. UNLESST H EvoteI S OVERWHELMINGLY 
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FaV OrablEandTH E ElEction UnQueStionablY CLEAN ? THE PRESTIGE OF 
T H E REGIME WILL SUFFER A N D PINOCHET’S PERSONAL CHANCE TOENHANCETHE 


POLIEROF THE PRESIDENCY WILL FALTER-^H 

AIR FORCE GENERAL lEIGH ST I L L REFUSE^ TO SUPPORT T H E 
PLEBISCITE. WITH THE JUNTA’S DIVISION NOU IN THE PUBLIC DOM AIN i 
SOflE SHAKEUP IN THE GOVERNING BODY Wl L L ALMOST C E RTA I N LY BE REQUIRED 
AFTER THE VOTE IS I N . ‘NO CLEAR MECHANISM EXISTS TO PREVENT THIS 
SHAKEUP FRO'.l BECOMING ANOTHER EM 8 ARRASING CONFRONT *tIoN WITHIN THE 


JUNTA 


A LONGER RAnGE RISK ARISES FROM PINOCHET ' S IMPLICIT >.CK- 


NOULEDGMEMT T HaT theregime depends on popular support. THE 
PLEBISCITE is LIKELY TO CREATE DEMANDS FOR OTHER EXPRESSIONS OF 


POPULAR WILL . 


MANY CHILEANS RELIEVE 


THE PLEBISCITE WILL HAVE A MAJOR IMP ACT 0 R THE COUNTRY’S FUTURE- THE 
JUNTA WIlL NOTBEABLETO IGNORE THESE EXPECTATIONS WITHOUT FURTHER 


political cost. 


i r*k i A Y » 






